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John is a fine art landscape photographer whose work has hung in exhibitions, displays, muse-
ums, public buildings, and offices around the state, has been published in magazines and col-
lected by private enthusiasts in the United States and Europe. He is primarily self-taught with an 
original eye and style evolving over 50 years of wilderness living, working and photographing 
the outdoors. His pho tographs of Montana, the Crown of the Continent and the Swan Valley 
reveal a deep personal understanding of nature, her mystery and grandeur. A fourth generation 
Montanan, John fell in love with nature as a child playing on the shores of Lake Inez. His father, 
a western landscape artist, introduced him to Albert Bierstadt, Charlie Russell and Edward Cur-
tis. He was fascinated by photography and at age 12 built a working darkroom. After high school 
he lived and worked as a chain sawyer in the Seeley-Swan before attending the University of 
Montana where he earned an undergraduate degree in Forest Science, a master’s in Wilderness 
Ecology and worked for the School of Forestry doing wild-land studies.

He was responsible for the Forestry School darkroom and spent hours shooting and developing black and white film and 
printing negatives. But it was Galen Rowell’s groundbreaking work in color wilderness photography that influenced John to 
experiment with color film documenting a variety of wilderness studies and wild-land inventories. In 1981 he won the Danny 
On Memorial Scholarship for color wilderness photography, which launched him into a lifelong journey. His photography 
projects ranged from conducting wilderness inventories of public lands in Montana, Idaho and Arizona, to ground truthing 
Landsat GIS vegetation data in the Bob Marshall Wilderness. 

In 1990 he and his wife and three other partners founded an experiential outdoor school on a ranch in Montana’s Swan Valley. 
In addition to directing the school, he continued with photography and lead outdoor expeditions throughout Montana and 
the West. During this time he began to experiment with color digital photography.  In 2008 he retired to pursue photography 
full-time. He continues to live and work on his ranch in the Swan Valley with his wife, two daughters, a dog, two cats and eight 
horses. There he spends his time shooting, processing and printing images of the Swan Valley, the Crown of the Continent and 
Montana.  He is often found with his camera, tripod and faithful dog walking across the countryside from the highway to the 
wilderness, wherever there is extraordinary light.

You can arrange for a private viewing of his work at his studio gallery in the Swan Valley, near Condon, Montana.  Or you 
can come and visit on the Alpine Artisans annual Tour of the Arts October 8th and 9th:  alpineartisans.org/tourofthearts/     
406. 754. 2580
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johnkmercer.com
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